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ASHRAE VP RECAPS USA TOUR
By Olu Soluade, vice president ASHRAE South Africa Chapter and Government Affairs committee chair

The ASHRAE South Africa Chapter was represented at the ASHRAE winter
conference in Orlando from 1 – 5 February 2020 by the Committee chair of
government affairs, Olu Soluade.

T

DAY 1: PLENARY AND MEETING OF THE
MEMBERS: 1 FEBRUARY

he conference also coincided with the celebration of the 125
years of the founding of the Society and the report back on
the new global headquarters construction by the president of the
Society, Darryl K. Boyce.
Here is a summary of the key events at the conference:

The key takeaway at the plenary session was the presentation by
Ed Hochuli on ‘The Average Joe Principle’. Hochuli is a Phoenix
trial attorney with his own law firm. However, his claim to fame is
as a referee in the National Football League (NFL), where he has
worked for 28 years.
In the presentation, the key highlights based on the principles
of the Average Joe is:
• Good is never good enough
• Never be content in being average
• Attitude goes a long way in the progress of life
• Choose to be successful and don’t settle for average
• Always choose to push the envelope and choose to do
better tomorrow than you did today

ASHRAE
president’s
opening
presentation at
the plenary.

The International
Award went to
Farooq Mehboob,
Fellow ASHRAE
and life member
for the Region-atLarge, based in
Pakistan.
Members waving the 125-year anniversary flag.
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Jeff Littleton,
ASHRAE
secretary
presenting the
state of affairs
of the society for
the past year.

Ed Hochuli, keynote speaker.
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DAY 2: COMMENCEMENT OF THE TECHNICAL
SESSIONS: 2 FEBRUARY
The technical sessions commenced, with various learning tracks
available to the attendees as well as the general tours to various
interesting sites. As the GAC Chair, I went to the Kennedy Space
Centre (KSC) on the second day.

KSC Main
Entrance.

The drive from Orlando to KSC.
The control room
display at KSC.

Signage for the KSC.

The Apollo set up
at KSC.

DAY 3: COMMENCEMENT OF THE AHR EXPO AND
CONTINUATION OF THE TECHNICAL SESSIONS:
3 FEBRUARY
The technical sessions on day 3 provided some very interesting
topics for the attendees to choose from.
In particular, the following sessions were attended:

Main Entrance to KSC.
The key takeaway on this technical tour is the divine wisdom
given to us and the capacity to create like our Creator. What
a privilege!
The quote that resonates for me from the tour of the space
centre regarding our type of business is: ‘failure is not an option’.
www.hvacronline.co.za

Seminar 26: ASHRAE/REHVA Guidebook towards zero
energy hospital buildings
This session provided us with the trend and the scope of the
development of the new guidebook between ASHRAE and
the Federation of European Heating and Air-Conditioning
Associations (REHVA) unpacking real case studies of the use
in the industry. As South Africa and Africa are moving towards
sustainability, this is something to explore further.
RACA Journal I April 2020
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ASHRAE and REHVA have had a relationship for close to
13 years. The relationship was formalised through the signing
of a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at the
ASHRAE 2007 Winter Conference. The memorandum called
for increased cooperation between the two associations. Past
REHVA president, Olli Seppannen, during the official signing,
said “ASHRAE and REHVA must work together to find the
best sustainable technology for superior indoor environment
for buildings. Coordination and cooperation is needed so that
duplication of efforts is avoided and that the limited resources
are used most efficiently.”

Entrance lobby for the venue of the President’s luncheon.

Seminar 30: Fire safety challenges for green building features
This session provided an overview on the impart of the various
green building implementations as it affects fire services and
life safety. The unintended consequences in our quest for
sustainability must balance the safety of the occupants at the
same time.
The AHR Expo was opened on this day.

The Orange
County
Convention
Centre where
the AHR Expo
was held.

Society President.

ROUND-UP
The conference and show were concluded on 5 February and
below is an excerpt of the press release from the Society:
This year’s conference attracted nearly 2 800 buildings-related
engineers, architects, contractors, students, and other industry
professionals.
ASHRAE celebrated its 125th anniversary with paper sessions
chronicling the progress of key industries and the evolution
of energy modelling. An updated edition of the Society book,
Proclaiming the Truth, was released at the conference in addition
to a composite video highlighting ASHRAE’s history which
debuted at the plenary session.

AHR Expo
Entrance.

WINTER CONFERENCE UPDATE

The ASHRAE President’s Luncheon was held on the third day
where the president provided feedback on the presidential
Theme, the new global head office building as well as the names
of the new incoming officers.
The key take out from this session is the operational
excellence and maintenance. We cannot afford to be slack in
protecting the investment.
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The Winter Conference technical programme featured more than
300 presentations, with interest surrounding this year’s new track,
Big Data and Smart Controls, where session topics included smart
sensor technologies, occupant behaviour in buildings and costbased control of supply air temperature.
The AHR Expo offered more than 1 900 exhibitors, with 300
companies exhibiting for the first time. The three-day show
occupying 506 000 net square feet (47 009m2) of exhibit space,
attracted attendees from more than 160 counties.
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2019-20 ASHRAE president Darryl K. Boyce, provided Society
updates and initiatives related to his presidential theme,
‘Building for People and Performance. Achieving Operational
Excellence’. He focused on how building professionals can
ensure operational performance for the people that live, work,
and interact in buildings.
During the conference, ASHRAE recognised major donors
of its building campaign to support its Global Headquarters
Renovation Project.
“With the opportunity to create a new ASHRAE Global
Headquarters building, we are living the real-world challenge
of designing and building a great environment for our staff,
volunteers and industry visitors from around the world, that will
operate effectively and not waste energy,” said Boyce.
The plenary session drew more than 1 000 people and
provided a forum for the presentation of awards to experienced
and emerging leaders in the industry. Keynote speaker Ed
Hochuli, retired Head referee in the National Football League,
closed the session with an empowering presentation on being
successful at any job.
ASHRAE Learning Institute (ALI) offered four full-day
seminars and 17 half-day courses.
New courses included:
• Guideline 36: Best in Class HVAC Control Sequences;
• Save 40% by Complying with Standard 90.1-2019;
• Best Practices for Installing DDC Systems;
• IgCC and ASHRAE Standard 189.1 Technical Provisions;
• Principles of Building Commissioning: ASHRAE Guideline 0
and Standard 202;
• Designing for Cold Climates and V in HVAC – What, Why,
Where, How, and How Much; and
• The new Certified HVAC Designer (CHD) certification exam
was also administered during the conference.

The Winter Conference technical
programme featured more than
300 presentations.
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The 2020 ASHRAE Annual Conference will take place from
27 June – 1 July in Austin, Texas. The 2021 Winter Conference
will take place from 23 – 27 January, together with the AHR
Expo running from 25 – 27 January, in Chicago.

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS IN INDUSTRY
To celebrate its time serving the HVAC&R industry, ASHRAE
released its Strategic Plan for the next five years.
This plan, developed by the ASHRAE Planning Committee in
collaboration with the Board of Directors (BOD), will guide the
work of the Society during the five-year period from 2019-2024.
It was developed during 2018-2019 through a process initiated
by a stakeholder engagement exercise involving members of
ASHRAE and key industry organisations who gave their views
on ASHRAE’s position in the industry and its perceived strengths
and challenges. With facilitation by the Planning Committee,
the BOD then conducted a brainstorming session to develop
preliminary objectives and initiatives. These included both
outward-facing issues affecting the industry and society as
well as inward-facing issues related to the needs of ASHRAE
members and organisational efficiency.
The final phase of development was preparation of
implementation plans, tracking procedures, promotional roll-out
and budget estimates. The final plan was drafted by the Planning
Committee with board oversight following multiple reviews,
including review by Regional leadership teams. Communication
of the new plan to councils and committees began in Spring 2019
with formal implementation beginning in July 2019.
Strategic Plan Outcomes include:
• Higher levels of member engagement, satisfaction and
loyalty,
• Increased operational efficiency and market responsiveness,
• Demonstrated leadership in meeting societal needs through
expanded research, application to practice and strategic
partnerships,
• Increased awareness of ASHRAE and use of its technical
resources among priority stakeholders,
• Increased global adaptation of ASHRAE Standards,
• Increased breadth in ASHRAE’s product offerings. RACA
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